
All The World’s a Stage: Photo Essay – Walls 

“We build too many walls and not enough bridges.” 
Isaac Newton 
 

Walls in the physical world exist in many forms: stone, steel, glass, wood.  These structures are 

primarily designed to keep something out or to keep something in.  These wall are relatively easy to 

demolish and where there is resistance there are many tools that can be deployed to exert the extra 

force that is required.  The “internal” walls are a little harder to identify and a lot harder to demolish.   

As I examine this subject, more and more walls become apparent.  Anything that comes between an 

individual, (or a whole culture), and the immediate goal, can be determined as a wall.  Examples of 

this highlighted in this essay are Direction, Isolation, Judgement, Discipline, Preconception, 

Communication, Time, Routine, Wealth & Privacy.    

  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/i/isaacnewto129998.html?src=t_walls
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/i/isaac_newton.html


Preconception:  The graffiti on the wall is actually quite beautiful but when it is labelled as vandalism, 

for example, the passer-by ignores the “art” due to personal principle.  The art “should” not be there. 

Therefore it ceases to exist as art and exists only as a crime. 

 

 

  



Wealth:  The Bentley in the image is a recognised symbol of success and wealth but the fact that it is 

parked in a disabled bay and there is no disabled badge represents a complete lack of respect and 

portrays an underlying belief within the driver that he is not part of “normal” society and it’s rules.  

The owner shows a desire to build a wall of superiority around himself, which is acceptable.  They may 

have worked very hard to get where they are and one cannot make assumptions to the contrary but 

parking in the disabled space is a different message entirely.  

 

  



Routine:  Question: “Why are you doing it that way?”  Answer: “It’s the way I’ve always done it!”.  

Routine becomes an unquestioned selection of tasks that is mindlessly followed.  This is a wall that 

blocks creativity, development and improvement.  The man in the image walks the dog in the image 

along the same route every day.  This is so automatic that he is almost detached from reality and his 

shadow can do the job without the need for a physical presence. 

 



Discipline:  There are occasions when we force ourselves to do something that prevents us from 

doing what we really want.  It’s cold!  Do I really want to go out in a pair of shorts?  It is also the 

means by which most societies are held together and the framework around law.  The man in the 

image runs every day.  To design the wall behind the man took the architect years of education and 

training.  To build the structure took the builder years of education and training.  During these years 

all of the people involved had to compromise something to allow them to invest the time required 

to attain their goal.  That compromise was the “wall”. 

 

  



 

Confusion:  Too many choices, too much to do to actually make a decision on what is the right decision 

for the individual.  “Most people are too busy trying to earn a living to make any money!” – Anon.  The 

image shows individuals and groups of people running every which way across the busy intersection, 

going about the tasks they have set themselves for the day.  At close quarters this is normal behaviour 

as we all do this but when taking in the view from a higher vantage point it starts looking a little 

chaotic. 

 



Time:  “There are not enough hours in the day” is a common phrase.  Modern life can become too full 

of responsibility and tasks and we are always playing catch-up.  “I really need a day BETWEEN Saturday 

& Sunday!” – Anon.  The couple in the image are pressed very closely together.  The girl with her head 

on his shoulder and the man looking away, almost distracted.  Is time running out on the relationship?  

The random times on all the clocks say to me that time is relative to the individual and the personal 

situation.  These are not “World” clocks, they are measuring time in some other personal dimension. 

 



Privacy:  Some people simply do not want to be noticed and will go to great lengths to separate 

themselves from the larger part of society.  The lady in the image saw the camera and turned her back 

on me. 

  



 

Communication:  The invasive nature of so called “Social” networking impacts human interaction and 

conversation more and more every day.  Throughout the past few weeks when I have been strolling 

without any purpose I have noticed a growing number of cybernetic beings in our midst.  It is a concern 

that two individuals can sit face to face and are more interested in Facebook & Twitter trivia than 

conversation.  It is unbelievable to me as a photographer when I am standing in the middle of a city 

looking upwards at the sunlit towers and down at the thousands of disparate characters that make up 

the flow of humanity and then realise that half of them have their head’s pointed at a piece of plastic 

in their hands and have no idea of what is happening right in front of them! 

 



Isolation:  Cities have a condensed population but in many cases the population is relatively 

transient and it is possible to become lonely within crowds.  The pace of life is faster and people 

surround themselves with anonymity.  The larger the city the worse the issue.  I had to wait for 5 

minutes for anyone to walk past the end of the alley and there were none after him/her before I left.  

The person is genderless, as it is not important.  The image was processed in such a way as to reflect 

the cold and hard nature of the street and the light and textures of the different surfaces combined 

with the imposing sky set this mood effectively. 

  



 

Direction:  Of the three subjects in the image one is completely in the dark, one is emerging from the 

dark but seems unsure of which direction to take.  The third subject is striding forward into the light 

with purpose.  This image is highlighting that lack of direction and personal commitment is a barrier 

to progression. 

 

  



 

Judgement:  We judge people in the first 3 seconds we see them.  This first impression is a powerful 

barrier to overcome and in many situations is completely inaccurate.  The man in the image was a 

stranger I approached as part of the week 9 assignment.  He was a very kind and helpful man.  A tattoo 

artist and biker but very spiritual and had a very positive attitude.  I have kept in contact and will re-

visit his studio to do another portrait shoot.  The viewer does not know any of this information when 

they first see the image.  Be honest and feel the wall going up when you look at his hands. 

 

I will continue with this project and will build the portfolio around this subject and will be very 

interested to see where it ends up.  By identifying the walls around me while I walk around the cities 

I should be able to identify and try and remove some of the walls within myself, which can only be a 

good thing. 


